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3. Ircn metallurgy
354
Tn2 success and the efiiciency of the Bantu expznsicn has been
attributed to or assscizted with the koowledge of iron metallurzy.
It is a2ssumad thzt such knowledze would have made the Bantu better
fzr—=rs, better hunters and better warriors thus zllowing a fast
and successful sprzzd. An impressive amount of archaeological
raszarch has been carrizd out in the eastern and scuthern parts of
the Bantu zrea (espacizlly & Ksnya, Tenzania, Ziebabwe and Zambia).
o pal es obtained froo thase sites suggest 2 spread of the
closely in zgresment with the population movements
PTOL T e 2 3 0 s
] tistic studies. Unfortunately archaeclogical
f tern zone in general and are quasi
d area. It is then impossible to

hather Proto-Bantun speakers knew
irst left their homeland. However
the iron industry which is still
2lds area is in fact a2 very old one.
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3 3 he ps fournd at certain sites

esps ially in Bzbungo give 2n zpproximate jdea of how long the
szelting furnaces hzva bezen used. Second, oral tradition indicates
that the ancestors of soz2 of tha people who currently live in the
Grzssfields arez lmroed iren working techniques from other tribes
established in the arez soce twenty generxations ago -- that is

DD ~ately 300 to 500 yzars zgo (Jeffreys (1961)). More
ntersstingly, Jeffreys found soma pieces of iron slag too big to
zve beaen produced by the smelting furnaces currently foend. This:
suggssts that larger furnaces wzre used in the Grassfields in 2 more
ramota past. It should be pointed out that furnaces of this size
wore still used until very receatly by various tribes located in the
Esstern Bantu zrez such azs the Ezya (Schmidt (1978), Schmidt and
Avery (1978)) =2ad the Fipa (Greig (1937)) Obviously the argumentis
wa just presentad ars not very conclusive and do not 2liow us to )
draw any conclusions for the period corresponding to the first Bantu
population movezents some 2500 years ago. Let us now turm to the
linzuistic evidance. Mzps 2, 3 znd 4 show the distribution of the

ts which va2 been raconstructed for axze, hoe and spear
Crassfields. Let us now ccrpa:e these

rezconstructions with corresponci o forms (from Guthrie

1967 1971):

axs temo
ta jembe
b
‘h cika
T conca
5; gongd
Sinc ions were arrived at without taking into
a2ccod cuzzes, these data suggsst that R;u;u
= 2
spea ces znd spears when they left the
Crasst a . now consider words more closaly associaged
) . PR P - -
with iron technology such as 'spith/smithy' PGB #lan, iron-slag
PC2 *yite and iron-ore FGE "3z, we are faced with a different problem:



corresponding forms canmot be found in other Bzntu languages. In
su=2ary It seeds tha2i correspondances between Proto-Grassfields
Bantu reconstructions znd Proto-Bantu as reconstructed by CGuthrie
can caly be establishzd for items which zre not specifically relzted
to 1ron technslagy. 'Aze', 'Boe' and 'Spear’' could have been pade
out of wood aad stun2 2t the times Proto-Bantu speakers left their
original honzlznd. When itens mours specific-11, roluied to iron
technology are considarsd, correspoidances with Guthrie's Probto-Bant
forms canmot bz established. This suggests that when Proto-Bantu
speakers left the Grassfields area scme 2500 yezrs ago, they did not
know about iroa technologzy.

4. Migratory ro

u El
Phillipson (19772,b) suggests that Proto-Bantu speakers left
their hom41 nd in two directions: a southward route through ths
equatorial forest and an eastward route through the savannah, north
oF th° eﬂuaLorial st (see Mzp 5). Maps 6, 7 and 8 show tua

=3
P3 roots for 'axe', 'hoe' and 'spear' discussad

P o
in the prev1uus parazraph. The fact that *jembe and hcéké have
therwise restricted to the easterm part

cognates in PGE but zr= o

of the Bantu zone strongly supports the existence of the eastward
route north of the forest as propesad by Phillipson. The distribution
of the gongd root czn be interprated as supporting the southward
route althecugh borrowisng due to geographical prox inity caznnot be
discarded here as easily as in the two previous casas

5. Cenclusion -

Linguistic reconstructions of lexical items related to iron
techonology in the lzzguages of the Camerconizn Grassfields sugzest
that spezkers of Protc-Bazntu probably did not know zbout iron
techmology when they left their homzland. However tha distribution
of certain ite=s associzted with tools which were probably made out
of stone and wood during these early migrations is consistent with
the claim that two nigrztory routes were used: =za eastward route
north of the equatorizl forest and 2 southward route through the

forest.
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Tootnotes

1. Guthrie (1362b) proposad that the Proto-Bzatu homeland was located
south of the equaterizl forest, about halfway betwzen the two coasts.
Recent lexicostatistic studies however (Coupez, Ewrz=rdand Vaasina (1975),
Heine (1573), Esnrici (1973) support Cresnberg’s pesitior.

2. See for instance, Dunsten (1966), Hyman (1972) zad Voorhoeve (1963).
3. A complete classification and Proto-Grassfislds Bazntu lexical
reconstructicas are curreatly being prepared by members of tha
Grassfields Bantu Working Croup.

4. Since the exact relatioaship of the Northern lanzuages with the
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Eastern and Western languzages is not completely clea
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h=s been connmected with a dotted line to the other two groups.

5. See for instance, Phillipson's work.

6. Althouzh szelting has bzen progressively abandoned in the last
fifty years, snithing is still very comaon espacially in the

n' itself has two roots: Fkas fo
ten -found elsewhere im Gras

Tocts are pLooably cogn

corresbojéenﬁe is

de Maret and Xsuka (197

of these stez=s was

8. Bacause of insufficient data we were not zbla to recomstrTuct the

tone of 'ircn-slag! or 'iroum-ore'

s shown by
inal mezning
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